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Preface

This is o report to CONFINTEA VI from Japancse civil society orgnnizations (CSOs),
We work for or include adult edueation within our activities.

The government of dapan also wrote a report to CONFINTEA VI for the national
report at the request of UNESCO.

According to the guideline of the National report by the UlL, government must have
some meetings among a wide range of organizations, including CSQOs before writing the
national report in order to ensure cooperation, Some of the CSOs members contact with
the National Commission of UNESCO in Japan to ask for such meetings, but
government didn’t hold them.

So the CSOs began to share information among ourselves and hold our first meeting
in September 2008, calling it  “Japanese Domestic Grass-roots Meeting for
CONFINTEA VI (JDGM for CONG)", and continued some networking activities. After
having the meeting, CSO members contacted the government. The government held a
meeting with the CSOs named “a meeting for exchange of opinions” about the draft of
report, the Japanese National Report to CONFINTEAVE in early October 2008, Since
the deaft report was almost complete, few opinions of CSOs members could be included
init,

Due to this we JDGM members for CONG decided to write a report about policies and
practices of adult education in Japan for CONFINTEA V1 and present it.

The National Report by the government covered polices of all ministries of it and
reported widely about the practices they committed to. However, it is not easy to
understand the situation of the policies and practices of social education, including
adult edueation in Japan, bhecause it is local governments, local organizations or the
CSOs that mainly conduct them. We thought it should be also difficult for the national
government to analyze and write them including nationnl policics in fair way us
critically ns possible without any discussion with CSOs,

Sa, we want to report the real and actual stat of arts of policies and practices on adult
education (social education) in Japan to other countries. We ulso want to report on our
views and to point out challenges on these policies and practices. We hope our report
will be useful for our international discussions.

We ulso hope that this report will be useful not only for international discussions in
CONFINTEA V1 but also {or demestic discussions between (CS0s and the government
of Japan, und more over amongst nurselves,

We wrote this report is apart from the guideline of UlL, beeause we thought there
were the other important parts of adult education nnd socinl education in Jupan
although it didn't mentioned, such as library, museum, forcign support on adult

education and so on. We covered these fields in our report.

Through analyzing recent twelve years changes, we also tried to present some
recommendations for future not only to the governments but also CSOs ourselves.

13ach of our organizations wrote about its favorite field. So this report may looks like n
patchwork, There are some fields that are important but we could not cover. We
mentioned a little about themw in the general remurks at best, Moreover there are some
descriptions on which we could not agree. But we want to continue the discussion
amongst ourselves in learning from each other about these deseriptions in future and
follow-up of CONFINTEA V1.

We hope this report can play even a little useful part in order to make the movements,
practices and networks of adult education continue ta grow more and more nctive.

We would present it to GONFINTEA VI with such hope,

Japanese Domestic Grass-roots Meeting for CONFINTEA VI
Secretariat:  Yoko Arai
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